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WKU bringing
back Niteclass
concert series
By STEPHANI STACY
news@wkuherald.com

CHRIS WILSON/HERALD

Freshman Fahad al Humaid, center, of Saudi Arabia performs a traditional dance with his friends at the International Festival on Saturday at Circus Square Park.

Cultural
Celebration
Nations converge at Bowling Green International Festival
By RIALDA ZUKIC
news@wkuherald.com

Hundreds of exhibitors brought their
cultures to Bowling Green after traveling
thousands of miles overseas.
They performed their traditional dances,
while dressed in the finest clothing with
golden headpieces and coin belts dangling
around their waists, and served their traditional cuisines, each wafting an aroma of
blended spices.
“I feel like I’m back home,” said junior
international student Zhibo Yuan, president
of Chinese Student and Scholar Association. “All the food — now that’s the bomb.
When you smell it, it’s just like when I was
near my home in China.”
Yuan was one of the many WKU inter-

national students at the annual International
Festival on Saturday. The festival, which
represented about 25 countries from around
the world, had booths set up for each country featuring its traditional food, culture
facts, games and more.
“It’s a good thing we’re attracting a different population other than just WKU students. We’re attracting people who live in
Bowling Green,” Yuan said. “We’re trying
to spread our culture to them.”
These WKU international students
shared cultural insights about their countries to the hundreds of people who attended the festival. Many American students
also came to support the international community.
SEE CULTURES, PAGE 2

WKU’s weekend music event is back after a twoyear hiatus.
Niteclass, the ongoing music, dance and entertainment
series, is returning to WKU on Friday. The series’ manager,
Louisville sophomore Robert Thompson, said the weekly
concert features a variety of genres from jazz to country to
one-man shows.
The all-age music venue had retired in 2009, but is coming
back to Bowling Green after continuous high demand for its
return, demonstrated by more than 300 people who liked the
Facebook page “Get WKU to bring back Niteclass.”
Niteclass was born in 1988 as a weekly venue where local
bands, comedians and dancers could showcase their talents
every week. The concert, which is free for WKU students and
$5 for non-students, will kick off at 8:45 p.m. and take place
every Friday through the rest of the year in Downing University Center’s Subway restaurant.
SEE CONCERT, PAGE 7

Committees to
discuss regents'
term limits
By KATHERINE WADE
news@wkuherald.com

The WKU Board of Regents committees are scheduled to
meet Friday, with the biggest discussion point the determination of term limits for faculty and staff regents.
Currently nine of the 11 Regents have statutory term limits,
but faculty and staff regents do not. Their current term is three
years, followed by an election among the entire faculty and
staff deciding whether or not they return to the board.
“There is no reason to put on artificial term limits because
we already have the responsibility to vote them in,” said University Senate president Kelly Madole, earlier this month. “If
we don’t want someone to continue or to vote someone in, we
won’t. The process seems to be working fine.”
As of the July 29 Board of Regents meeting, amendments
to regents bylaws in regards to term limits were left undecided
until President Gary Ransdell could get recommendations
from faculty and staff representatives.
SEE LIMITS, PAGE 6

Chinese Music club grows in popularity
By MACIENA JUSTICE
diversions@wkuherald.com

Three years away
from Chinese music was
enough for visiting assistant professor Ting-Hui
Lee.
Lee was a member of
a performing ensemble
at her last job in Arizona.
Now at WKU, she wanted to have the same sort
of group to experience
the instruments.
Lee approached both
the Confucius Institute,
which promotes the understanding of the Chinese culture, and the
music department at
WKU.
“With great support

from Confucius Institute
and music department,
I felt confident there is
enough interest to start
the club,” Lee said.
Now every Saturday, a
group of students gather
to learn about and play
Chinese instruments.
The club is still in
process of being recognized by WKU, as
members work on a club
constitution and elect officers.
Elizabethtown sophomore Branigan Lawrence
is the club’s first president. The other officers
are still pending.
“It’s a funny story, I
was the only one to show
up at the first meeting,”

wkuherald.com
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CONTACT:

Lawrence said. “So by
default I became the president.”
Lawrence said that
Chinese music replicates
nature and each instrument sounds like a different aspect. The zither
replicates water sounds
and the dizi replicates the
wind.
The club now has 15
to 20 members and has
grown slightly every
week that the club has
met. Lawrence hopes
that attendance continues to grow, but is also
impressed at the initial
amount that showed interest.
MICHAEL RIVERA/HERALD

@wkuherald
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Freshmen Choudy Teau of Cambodia practices playing the guzheng — one of the four instruments that students learned about at a Chinese Music club meeting.

SEE MUSIC, PAGE 2
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Allensville graduate student Will Penick is experimenting with dark tobacco planted in untilled soil in comparison to nomal-tilled soil tobacco. Even with farmers moving away from tobacco,
Penick believes it still has a place in Kentucky agriculture.

With six quick slices of his woodenhandled tobacco knife, Allensville graduate student Will Penick felled a row of
experimental dark tobacco plants that
took more than three months to take
root and grow.
One of only a handful of WKU students who farm tobacco, Penick is a
second-year agronomy graduate student
and a third generation tobacco farmer.

CULTURES
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

“I think that people need to
become more accepting, and
it’s easier to do that when you
know a little bit more about
the culture,” said Georgetown,
Ind., senior Kayla Moore.
Most agreed that their cultural experience at the festival
was just as enriching as a trip
to any of the countries would
have been.
“I think it’s so cool, because you don’t have to fly
20 hours to Vietnam to (see
the culture), you can come to
the international festival and
see,” said communications

“Pray for rain and thank God for everything else,” said Penick as he stood
amidst his plot of experimental no-till
dark tobacco on the WKU farm on Sunday.
“Tobacco got my family where we
are,” Penick added. “It’s helped carry
our family through. I’d like to pass on
what I know to another generation,
just like every other person in my

graduate student Ngan Chau,
from Vietnam.
Danville junior D’Andree
Logan said the international
festival is a learning experience for everyone involved
and that knowledge starts
when you interact with other
cultures.
“If you talk to an international person for 10 minutes,
you’re going to learn at least
10 new things every minute,”
Logan said. “We got Japan,
Ghana, Kenya, Brazil, all
these nations represented here
and I’m seeing all kinds of
different races.”
Dressed
in
traditional
white robes (thawb) and
white-red headdresses (keffi-

family did.”
Though Penick won’t be able to sell
his experimental crop, he will measure
the leaf and stalk weights against a control plot of normal tilled soil tobacco for
comparison.
“It’s a lot different from any other
farming process,” he said. “It’s almost
completely manual other than the transporting process.”

yeh), a group of WKU Saudi
Arabian students jammed to
their favorite Saudi music, enjoying their time together at
the festival.
Senior Abdullah al Wosaifer said the International
Festival is about broadening
people’s knowledge of different cultures, including breaking a stereotype he faces.
Wosaifer said he wanted
people to know Saudi Arabians aren’t closed-minded.
Rather, he said they are quite
open-minded people.
“People think that we live
in the desert,” he said. “So we
want to tell them that we live
in buildings and we’re not riding on a camel, we have cars.”

CRIME REPORTS
Reports

need lunch
in a pinch?
call jimmy,
it’s a cinch!

■ Nidice Hathaway, Rodes-Harlin
Hall, reported on Sept. 26 her wallet
containing $52.99 was stolen from
a room in Barnes-Campbell Hall.
■ Sarah McCandless, Meredith
Hall, reported on Sept. 25 her rear
spoiler on her Mustang was damaged. The estimated value of the
damaged property is $300.
■ Brittany Fletcher was checked into
Keen Hall and reported on Sept. 25 that
approximately $40 was stolen from her
purse while she was in a room.

Deandra N. - Washington, IL

Arrests
■ Michael Lusk, Keen Hall, was arrested

MUSIC
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

“I was expecting two to
three people to show up,” Lawrence said. “We had to put into
our bylaws statements about
sharing the instruments.”
Currently the club is working on learning the instruments
— the erhu, the zither, the dizi,
and the pipa — while learning
how to sing the songs.
“It can be frustrating,”
Lawrence said. “The language
is hard.”
Lee said she hopes that one
day the club will be experienced enough to perform in
front of an audience.

on Sept. 25 and charged with public
intoxication as a ﬁrst offense and possession of alcohol by a minor. Lusk was
lodged in the Warren County Regional
Jail and released that day.
■ Nicholas Lohan, Pearce-Ford
Tower, was observed drinking a
beer and stumbling on the sidewalk
on 13th Street near College Street.
Lohan was arrested on Sept. 25 and
charged with public intoxication
as a ﬁrst offense and possession
of alcohol by a minor. Lohan was
lodged in the Warren County Jail
and released that day.
■ Joshua Smith, Southwest Hall,
was arrested on Sept. 24 and
charged with public intoxication

jimmyjohns.com
1916 RUSSELLVILLE RD.
270.393.8884

AMERICA’S FAVorite
sandwich delivery guys!

™

©2011 jimmy john’s franchise, llc all rights reserved.

1006 State Street
Bowling Green, KY 42104
(270) 846-1195

Even as a growing number of Kentucky farmers move away from farming tobacco in favor of corn or soy
beans, Penick remains optimistic about
tobacco’s place in his growing repertoire.
“They say if you like what you do,
you’ll never have to go to work,” he
said. “It has good times and bad times,
but what doesn’t?”

Monday-Friday 11am-9pm
Saturday 11:30am-9pm
Closed on Sunday

Within Walking Distance of Campus

Louisville senior Andrew
Frechette said that he liked
Chinese music and that this
was too great of an opportunity to pass on.
“It’s a relaxed atmosphere
to learn about Chinese instruments and culture,” he said.
Frechette said that this
club is for those who have a
common interest to meet and
learn.
“Don’t be afraid to come,
see and ask.” Lawrence said.
The club is open to anyone
who has a desire to learn and
experience the Chinese culture. It meets every Saturday
from 4 to 6 p.m. in Room 100
in the Chinese Learning Center of Helm Library.

after being found passed out in a
bathroom stall in a Mass Media and
Technology Hall. Smith was lodged
in the Warren County Jail and
released that day.
■ Jordan Cottingham, Sebree, was
arrested on Sept. 23 and charged
with public intoxication at University Boulevard and Creason Street.
Cottingham was lodged in the
Warren County Jail and released the
following day.
■ Elnur Sadigov, Bowling Green,
was arrested on Sept. 23 for an
outstanding warrant with another
police force. Sadigov was lodged in
the Warren County Jail and released
that day.
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Sisters planning dance marathon at WKU
SEPTEMBER 27, 2011

By ZIRCONIA ALLEYNE
diversions@wkuherald.com

Two WKU sisters want WKU
to get ready to dance.
Louisville senior Alex Kimura and her freshman sister Sam
Kimura are planning the RAGE
dance marathon to raise money
for the pediatric cancer unit
at Kosair Children’s Hospital
Outpatient Center in Bowling
Green.
After spearheading several
non-profit charity events on
campus, such as Feel Good and
a bone marrow drive, Alex hopes
that the dance marathon — set
for February — will be even bigger.
“We want every WKU student to be there and get in-

COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD

volved,” Alex said.
Alex’s sister, Sam, has been
passionate about helping sick
children ever since she was diagnosed with aplastic anemia, a
rare condition where bone marrow doesn’t produce enough red
blood cells.
“The sickness that I went
through made us even stronger
and willing to help out other
people,” Sam said.
When she attended DanceBlue, a 12-hour dance marathon
at the University of Kentucky,
she said it inspired her to host a
similar event at her high school.
She organized a six-hour
marathon at Louisville Ballard
High School before she graduated. Eighty people participated
and the event raised $18,000 to

benefit the Golden Matrix Fund
at the UK Pediatric Oncology
Clinic.
Now in college, Sam wanted
to start an annual dance marathon at WKU.
“It’s not only a great way to
raise money, but it’s a really cool
event that other schools host as
well,” Sam said. “It’s time Western has one.”
So far, the sisters have been
spreading the word to friends
and businesses, but want to
reach out to more students and
campus organizations to get on
board as well.
Teams can register for $5
per person, with a minimum of
10 members. Every hour of the
marathon will have a different
theme or performer to keep par-

ticipants moving.
“We’ll have local bands,
speakers and dance teams perform,” Alex said. “We just want
to pack up Diddle Arena.”
Rochester, Mich., senior Kaylee Egerer, RAGE co-chair, said
she’s excited to get the community involved.
“It’s going to be huge, because it reaches out to so many
different interest groups,” Egerer
said. “Just thinking about what
the cause is for is rewarding.”
Students who are interested in
helping to plan the event can join
various committees, such as entertainment, logistics, hospitality, marketing, fundraising and a
dance chair.
The committees meet every
Thursday to prepare for the main

event, which is scheduled to start
at noon and end at midnight Feb.
11, 2012 in Diddle Arena.
“It’s a big undertaking to start
from square one,” Sam said. “We
need a lot of help.”
The RAGE website is coming
soon, and tables will be set-up
on campus for pre-registration.
People can follow the group on
Twitter @RAGEDanceThon for
more information.
Sam said she doesn’t want
this to be the only year RAGE
happens and plans to take over
after her sister graduates.
“I just want it to last for
many years to come and be wellknown like other colleges,” she
said. “I want it to be a campuswide event that people look forward to every year.”

Ransdell Hall nears LEED certiﬁcation
By NICK BRATCHER
news@wkuherald.com

The construction process for
Ransdell Hall didn’t draw to a
close with its dedication ceremony last spring.
Instead, Ransdell Hall is being considered for silver-level
certification in Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design,
a third-party verification system
to determine a building’s environmentally friendly construction and design.
A building can qualify for
LEED certification at four levels — Certified, Silver, Gold,
and Platinum — with each
one increasing in difficulty of
completion and environmental
friendliness.
The new building is the first
of its kind at WKU and complies
with the state legislature’s house
bill 2, which now requires buildings costing more than $25 mil-

lion to achieve the certification.
Bryan Russell, director of
Planning, Design and Construction, said LEED standards
were a priority before the state
law was even enacted and that
WKU will continue pushing
for the highest LEED certifications.
“The new music hall has
been designed to be LEED Silver,” he said. “Even though it’s
a $9 million project, it only has
to be LEED Certified. We actually will receive one level higher
than the minimum.”
Sustainability
Coordinator
Christian Ryan-Downing said
using a third-party certification
system such as LEED ensures a
standard for construction in the
future.
“LEED means our buildings
will be more environmentally
friendly,” she said. “They’re going to be more comfortable for
the people that are in them, but

they’re also going to use less resources.
“LEED is just a really great
tool to make sure that we’re

It shows our commitment as a
university to not
only sustainability,
but to the environment and to
the health of our
customers."
—BRYAN RUSSELL
Director of Planning, Design and
Construction

Alpha Xi Delta Welcomes Our Sisters!

meeting their standards.”
WKU is not just holding its
buildings to LEED standards,
though.
In May of 2009, 11 staff members took a test developed by the
U.S. Green Building Council —
the organization responsible for
the creation of the LEED system
— to become LEED-Accredited
Professionals.
Russell said the two-part,
four-hour test was difficult, but
worth the statement it made
about WKU’s commitment to
green construction.
“It shows our commitment as
a university to not only sustainability, but to the environment
and to the health of our customers,” he said.
The new focus on LEED
certification has not been easy,
though, said Ben Johnson, assistant director of Planning, Design
and Construction and project
manager for Ransdell Hall.

Glassman's lecture
focuses on economics
By KEVIN ALLEN
news@wkuherald.com
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Johnson said LEED certification is still a new concept for
many contractors, so they were
wary to bid on the project.
“The biggest thing was convincing the contractors of their
roles and responsibilities,” he
said. “Most of the contractors
that worked on Gary Ransdell
Hall had not worked on LEED
buildings before. There’s some
bit of apprehension.”
Over time contractors are becoming more familiar with green
building concepts and students
will be the ones seeing the benefit, Russell said.
“Buildings are commissioned, which means there’s an
additional checks and balance
from engineers that actually go
through the building from day
one.” he said. “They closely
monitor materials that go into
the building. They truly manage the whole process closer
and better.”

The recession is putting pressure on
everyone, and JPMorgan Chase and
Co. invites students to learn more about
what’s happening with the economy to
“Chase Bank presents: A Night with Jim
Glassman” at 5 p.m. Tuesday in the Mass
Media Auditorium.
Nancy Norris, Media Relations Manager for JPMorgan Chase and Co., said
Glassman is the head economist at Chase
Commercial Banking, has served on the
Federal Reserve Board in Washington,
D.C., and is a frequent speaker on economic issues.
For Norris, it is important that students
recognize how the economy can affect
their daily lives, and Glassman’s presentation will help them do that.
“Glassman will give students information about the global economy and how
that affects students here in Kentucky,”
Norris said, and “how what happens on

Wall Street affects what happens on Main
Street.”
The complexity of economic issues is
something that people such as Glassman
spend their whole lives studying, but that
shouldn’t discourage students from attending, Norris said.
“He speaks in plain language that students will be able to understand, and uses
real world examples,” Norris said. “I think
Mr. Glassman’s presentation will be valuable for all kinds of students on campus,
not just business majors. The economy affects everything we do.”
For Norris this also represents a great
opportunity for students to network. In
addition to Glassman, the President of
Chase in Kentucky, Paul Costel, and numerous Bowling Green business owners
will also be there.
“There is plenty of room, and I would
really advise all students to consider attending this event,” she said.
The event is free and open to the public.

WKUHERALD.COM
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law ... abridging the freedom of
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POLL
How do you feel about a
dorm desk clerk’s right
to check your bag for
alcohol whenever they
want?

ALAN ELLIS
Bowling Green
freshman

“If the person comes in
and looks drunk, I think it’s
OK, but other than that I
think that’s an invasion of
privacy.”

BRIANNE
COOMBS
Lexington
sophomore

STAFF EDITORIAL

Come together, right now
Governing bodies should draft standard tobacco ban resolution
THE ISSUE: WKU’s governing bodies (Student
Government Association, University Senate and
Staff Council) have debated on a potential tobacco
ban for months. They all have their own interests,
though ultimately it’s the students who will feel the
impact of the resolution.
OUR STANCE: WKU’s governing bodies should
come together and write a standard resolution. They
should make compromises because their interests
and agendas differ from one another, and they should
also provide an open forum where students can ask
questions and have their own say in a tobacco-free
campus.
The battle over the tobacco ban consistently rears its
controversial head within the WKU community, and
the Herald thinks it’s time to finally settle the issue.
For implementing any kind of standard resolution
regarding a tobacco ban, all governing bodies must
agree on passing the resolution. President Gary
Ransdell has said that much multiple times.
Recently SGA’s tobacco-free resolution passed at
their Sept. 13 meeting where Kaylee Egerer, Speaker
of the Senate, said the SGA supports the ban “if and
only if” the two-year requirement to live on campus
is eliminated.
The resolution states: “Imposing a tobacco ban while
requiring students to live on campus is unrealistic.”
Like SGA, the University Senate passed a tobaccofree resolution — not including the two-year clause
— last December.

“I don’t think it’s OK, but I
think they can do that in
certain circumstances. We
are a dry campus. There’s a
part of me that thinks it’s
a good idea, but we’re not
in the army or anything —
we’re in college.”

In a previous interview Public Relations Chairperson
Cody Murphy said, “After gathering opinions of students, we think that we formatted the best solution to
the issues presented to us.”
As of right now, the Staff Council hasn’t passed a
resolution.
In February of 2011, Staff Council Chair Diane Carver said Ransdell sent a letter to the council asking if
there would be support for a smoke-free campus after
the University Senate made a recommendation that
other representative bodies pass the resolutions.
Clashing agendas are highlighted by the fact that the
majority of those who were against the Staff Council’s resolution aren’t smokers, according to Carver.
While the SGA meetings are open to students, the
Herald believes that creating an open forum would
help the SGA, University Senate and the Staff Council have a better grasp of what the majority of students want.

GROVER
STANLEY
Louisville junior

“I’m against it. What’s the
point of looking through
someone’s bag? They may
not even be drunk or drink.
I think that’s personal. It’s
like going through a girl’s
purse.”

Although WKU community members constantly dispute the tobacco-free campus, the bottom line is that the
largest population on campus is made up of students.
A forum such as this full of opinions from students
could actually lead to the three governing bodies
coming together to finally agree upon a standardized
resolution.
This editorial represents the majority opinion of the
Heraldʼs 10-member editorial board.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Resources exist for those who stutter
I am a PWS (person who stutters) and
enjoyed your recent article “WKU student blogs to overcome speech impediment” about Rachel Hoge and her brave
approach to dealing with her stuttering.
However, in the article Ms. Hoge
states that there are “not many resources
out there.” I would like to point out to
your readers that an excellent resource
is the website of The Stuttering Foundation (www.stutteringhelp.org) as it offers

many free resources such as streaming
videos, downloadable brochures, a national listing of qualified speech therapists and more. The website of this nonprofit organization is immensely helpful
to adults, children and parents. There is
a Spanish-language version at www.tartamudez.org. Also, the site has a really
cool list of famous people who stutter that
sports names such as Bruce Willis, Emily
Blunt, James Earl Jones, Tom Sizemore,

Eric Roberts, Marilyn Monroe and many
more.
Not only do I recommend the website
of The Stuttering Foundation, but also
the website of The British Stammering
Association (www.stammering.org) is
a wealth of information and extremely
helpful.
Michael A. Crisci
Astoria, N.Y.
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Take a Break

...for goodness sake!
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ACROSS
1 Valerie Harper sitcom
6 Game pieces
9 Hippie's money
Blowdry, style & make-up
14 Barbara and Nathan
All day October 22
15 Wrath
270.781.4676
16 Narrow crest
17 Facial cosmetic
THE Daily Commuter Puzzle Edited by Wayne Robert Williams
19 Remove a hem
20 Silly billy
21 Go back up
23 Asian nation
24 Woodshed item
25 Silver or Wood
28 Gravely impressive
31 So to speak
33 Small songbirds
34 Groening or Damon
35 "M*A*S*H" star
36 Intentions
37 Some nobles
38 Set out to lose
39 Weighty book
40 __ gin fizz
41 Unalterable
42 Draws nearer
44 Isolated
45 Biddy
46 Writer Deighton
47 Ice mass
48 Digitalis
50 Big bird Down Under
53 One-handed basketball
shot
56 Ancient Greek playwright
58 Worship
59 Took off
60 Fred's pre-Ginger partner
61 "The Man Who __ Be
7 Aphrodite's son
26 Tough trial
44 Dolly of "Hello, Dolly!"
King"
8 Pennsylvania city
27 In good order
47 Carried, as on the wind
62 Writer Grafton
9
Having
dark
hair
28
Cloth
sample
48 Roll up
63 Magic staffs
10 Orange coat?
29 Baltimore pro
49 Feast on Oahu
11 News chiefs, for short 30 Actor Jack
50 Biblical garden
DOWN
12 Long, long time
31 Burr or Copland
51 Pinochle display
1 Satellite of Saturn
13
Lawn
moisture
32
Walking
in
water
52 Manipulatess
2 "Airplane!" star Robert
18 Very long time
34 Feigns illness
53 Ordinance
3 Bullring shouts
22 Departs
37 Cromwell's earldom
54 Ruckus
4 __ Moines, IA
23 Optics
41 Fido's front foot
55 Never __ mind!
5 Compounds of gurus
25
Put
in
new
padding
43
Fled
to
wed
57 Actress Lupino
6 Golden-touch king

Homecoming Day Special

from the hill
@motivated103: Bob skipper that
dude boi lol he got everybody number at Wku -Sent Sunday 9/25
@jerseybaby92: All the coed
WKU cheerleaders put in a bathroom together because of tornado
warning.. #classic -Sent Sunday 9/25
@CoachTaggart: Just left hospital
visiting Brandon Doughty. Surgery
was great and he is in good spirit.
Tough road ahead rehabbing but we
have your back. -Sent Saturday 9/24
@TravisHudsonWKU: SOOO
proud of our team. They accept one
challenge right after another and keep
finding a way...WKU Volleyball =
GREAT character -Sent Sunday 9/25
@RyleJake: Only #WKUFootball could manage to lose a game
on a bye week. I'm not holding my
breath. -Sent Saturday 9/24
@mel_chase_mills: @RyleJake
talking about #wkufootball losing
on a bye week.. Dont come around
no more!! -Sent Sunday 9/25

$50

Have
or

suggestions
Call (270)745-2653 to
sponsor a puzzle today!

ideas
for the
fun
page?

@SylenaRenee: Grad school is
NOT as fun as undergrad...ugh take
me back to the days of WKU! -Sent
Sunday 9/25
E-mail us at
editor@wkuherald.com

wkuherald.com
email your events to editor@wkuherald.com

advertising@wkuherald.com
Classiﬁed Manager: Alice Weber

Louisa May Alcott Wrote That? Gothic and Satiric
Alcott Presentation, 6 p.m., Kentucky Museum
Chase Bak presents: A Night with Jim Glassman,
5 p.m., Mass Media Auditorium
Study Abroad Fair, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., Centennial Mall
Shanty Town, 4 p.m., South Lawn
Academic Advantage Series: Workshops for Success
“Overcoming Test Anxiety”, 4 p.m., Grise Hall
Auditorium (235)
Softball vs. Lindsey Wilson, 6 p.m., WKU Softball
Complex

FOR RENT
2652 Thames Valley. 3 Bdrm
2 baths 2 Car Garage. No Pets.
$850/mo + deposit +
references. 270-846-2855 or
270-535-2855

HELP WANTED

iPhone App

To place your vote today, visit

Friday's Crossword
Solution

wkuherald.com/sports/ultimate_fan

College High Grand Gathering, 10 a.m., Garrett Ballroom
Softball vs. Alabama, 1 p.m., WKU Softball Complex
Football vs. Arkansas State, 3 p.m., Smith Stadium
Softball vs. Murray State, 3 p.m., WKU Softball Complex

Soccer vs. Arkansas State, 1 p.m., WKU Soccer Complex
Autumn Collage: Chamber Music on the Hill, 3 p.m.,
Fine Arts Center recital hall
Lee Blakeman and Deanna Catlett Faculty Recital,
3 p.m., recital hall

WKU vs. MTSU Blood Drive, 12 p.m., Garrett Ballroom
Japanese Traditional Dance and Music Education
Tour, 7 p.m., Van Meter Hall

Part Time Computer Tech.
Year round in law ofﬁce.
Send resume and transcript to:
607 E 10th Avenue.
Bowling Green, KY 42102
BRAVO, Barren River Area
Volleyball Organization, is
looking for qualiﬁed coaches to
coach girls Club Volleyball. If you
have volleyball experience and want
to be considered, please contact us at
BGClubVolleyball@insightbb.com

Peace Corps General Information Session, 12:30 p.m.
to 2:30 p.m., Ransdell Hall 2002
Steps to a $100 Solution Workshop, 2:30 p.m. to
4:30 p.m., DUC 340
Gender and Women's Studies Film Series: Stolen Life,
7 p.m., Cherry Hall 125
Board of Regents Committee Meetings, 9 a.m., Mass
Media and Technology Hall Martin Regents Room
Soccer vs. UALR, 6 p.m., WKU Soccer Complex
Lin-Boren Violin and Piano Recital, 7:30 p.m.,
Van Meter

COLLEGE
HEIGHTS HERALD
CLASSIFIEDS

Android App

City of Bowling Green
Special Population Rec.
Staff Assistant II
Organizes, instructs, &
coaches indoor/outdoor
recreational activities.
Requires ability to obtain
CPR and standard first aid
certifications; 30 hrs/wk,
40 hrs during the months of
June & July, some weekend
work required;
Age 18+; $8.09/hr. plus
vacation, sick, & holiday leave.
Interested Applicants should obtain an
employment application from the Human
Resources Department, City Hall, 1001
College Street, Bowling Green or from
our website at www.bgky.org. Completed
applications must be submitted by 4:00p.m.,
October 3, 2011.The City of Bowling Green
is an Equal Opportunity Employer and a
Drug-Free Workplace.

Have Something
For Sale or For Rent?
Call 270-745-2653
Note to Readers: The College Heights Herald
screens ads for misleading or false claims but
cannot guarantee any ad or claim. Please use
caution when answering ads, especially when
asked to send money or provide credit card
information. The College Heights Herald is
not responsible for the content or validity of
these paid classiﬁed ads.
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Free Dietitian provides healthy options on campus
By LINDSAY KRIZ
diversions@wkuherald.com

When coming to a college campus, a student's
main fears may be grades,
making new friends or the
dreaded “freshman 15” —
the weight gain attributed
to the unsupervised food
options.
But
according
to
WKU’s registered dietitian, Melanie Powell, there
are healthy options available on campus.
“I hear a lot of complaints, ‘There’s nothing
healthy on meal plans,’”
she said. “But if you just
pay attention and look
around at what’s healthy
on a meal plan, you can get
the grilled chicken sandwich at Chick-Fil-A, or get
a salad at your Greens to
Go place. It’s really good.”
Subway has similar
healthy food options. Fresh
Food Co. offers vegetarian
choices, as well as those
that cater to food allergies.
At the top of the hill, in
Garrett Conference Center
and at DaVinci’s, a variety
of healthy options are also
offered, Powell said.
“Remember moderation,” she said. “I wouldn’t
sit down and have five
pieces of chicken in one

sitting, or even one week.
But don’t limit yourself.”
While
everyone’s
schedule in college is different and hectic, there are
certain things that should
never be ignored, including breakfast, Powell said.
“I hear so many people say, ‘I hate breakfast.
There’s no breakfast foods
that I like,’” she said. “It
doesn’t even have to be
breakfast food.”
Powell also recommended following the
trend of six small meals
a day, as opposed to three
big meals, which is now
outdated. A snack could
even be considered a meal.
When it comes to beverages, caffeinated drinks
are never great and although diet caffeinated
drinks can be better sugar
and calorie-wise, sodas are
typically empty calories
that provide no nutritional
value, she said.
As for avoiding the
“freshman 15,” Powell said students should
choose the healthiest option, not necessarily just
the quickest option —
grilled chicken instead of
chicken nuggets or turkey
over meatball subs.
Powell also said that students that want to lose weight

■ NEWS BRIEF
Shantytown set for Wednesday
Students and organizations around WKU
will converge onto South Lawn this Wednesday
to participant in Shantytown.
Shantytown is an event that aims to give
students a better understanding of the issue of
homelessness by letting them build and sleep in
cardboard box shanties for a night.
The event is scheduled to last from 7 p.m.
to 7 a.m. and will also include a canned good
building contest, live music and community
leaders talking about homelessness in local
community.
Shantytown is sponsored by the Residence
Hall Association, Housing and Residence Life,
the Alive Center and Habitat for Humanity.
— Michael McKay

should also take advantage of
the Preston Center.
“I think most people
don’t understand that
working out is going to
make you feel better in
general,” she said. “People
think that when they start
going to the gym they’re
just going to, you know,
be tired and worn out and
exhausted, but it really has
the opposite effect.”
Powell also serves as
registered dietitian for
students in the WellU program on campus, where
students are encouraged to
participant in healthy behavior and can get points
for setting up an appointment with her to talk about
their personal health.
Alissa Arnold, coordinator of Student Wellness, and Todd Misener,
assistant director of Health
and Fitness, both help run
the WellU program and
say that having a free fulltime registered dietitian on
campus can really benefit
students.
“A lot of what she does
serves us program-wise,”
Arnold said. “We collaborate a lot with her.”
While the dietitian program has been in existence
for a while, Powell has
only been a registered di-

LUKE SHARRETT/HERALD

Melanie Powell is WKU's ﬁrst full-time registered dietitian. She gives students advice on ﬁnding nutritious food on campus and tips for formulating a healthy diet.

etitian for a few months.
Arnold and Misener both
agreed that Powell is the
first full-time dietitian the
university has had in a
while and has done a good
job so far.
“I think having the opportunity to talk with a
registered dietitian for free
is a huge deal,” Misener
said.
Jay McDorman, a senior from Vail, Ariz., participates in WellU and said
visiting Powell helped him

LIMITS
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

At its meeting on Sept. 15, the University Senate voted unanimously against
faculty Regent term limits. The Staff
Council also made its recommendation
earlier this month.
Also, the Student Government Association last week passed a resolution against
term limits.
Ransdell will be on hand to hear those
recommendations, according to agenda
materials for Friday’s meeting.
None of the other seven four-year state
universities in Kentucky have term limits
on their faculty and staff regents
The current term for faculty and staff
regents is three years. Once that term is
up, an election among the entire faculty

to change his daily diet.
“She talked with me
about how to get more energy, how to maximize the
effectiveness of a workout
and to get the most out of
what I was eating,” he said.
McDorman said the
key to healthy eating habits is to get the right mix of
foods and eating enough
fruits and vegetables.
“She opened some new
doors for me,” he said.
“I’ve been trying to get
more protein. She said the

and staff determines whether or not they
return to the board.
Current Faculty Regent Patti Minter is
running against Pamela Petty for the position of Faculty Regent. Elections are on
Oct. 13 and nominations are open until
Sept. 29.
Friday’s meetings begin at 9 a.m. in
the Cornelius A. Martin Regents Room of
Mass Media and Technology Hall.
The Executive committee will also
vote on the approval of a resolution of
appreciation for Yevette Haskins, who
served six years on the board, and for
the approval of a resolution regarding the
WKU Child Care Consortium Head Start
and Early Head Start.
The other committees meeting are
Student Affair committee, Academic
affairs committee and Finance and
Budget Committee.

easiest thing is to put peanut butter on something in
the morning to go.”
To keep with his
healthier eating habits,
McDorman usually eats
at Subway and Chick-FilA when he is on campus
and stays away from fried
foods. He recommended
Powell’s services.
“If you’re willing to
take the time to go and talk
to her," he said, "she can
help out with your health
and diet.”

According to the agenda materials,
the Student Affairs committee will have
a Downing University Center renovation update by John Osborne, vice
president of campus services and facilities, a fall housing briefing by Howard
Bailey, vice president of student affairs,
and a meal plans briefing by Osborne.
The Academic Affairs committee will
begin by voting on the approval of a graduate certificate in adult education and the
emeritus faculty appointment followed by
an enrollment report by Brain Meredith,
associate vice president of Enrollment
Management and a SACS Interim Fifth
Year Update by Richard Miller, vice provost and diversity officer.
Finally the finance and budget committee will meet to vote on the approval
of WKU general receipts bond resolution
and personnel actions.
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WKU grad working in Japanese radiation area
By LAUREN ARNOLD

According to its website,
the JET Program combines
initiatives to “help enhance
internationalization in Japan” by promoting international relations between Japan and other countries.
Participants in the program are hired by local authorities and organizations
in Japan.
The interviews were held
in February, but many people withdrew from the program after news broke about
the disaster, Ledbetter said.
She learned in May that
she had earned a spot as an
assistant language teacher
and was told in June she
would be working in a radiation area.
She said that leaving the
program wasn’t an option
for her.
“After I did a little bit of
soul-searching, I was like,
these kids need me,” she
said.
Ledbetter left for Shizuoka on July 30, putting

diversions@wkuherald.com

Radiation is still a major
concern for authorities in
Japan more than six months
after the country’s nuclear
disaster, but WKU graduate
Adrienne Ledbetter says she
isn’t concerned about the
health risks involved while
she works in Japan.
Ledbetter, who is an Auburn native, is an assistant
language teacher in Shizuoka, Japan, a city of about
750,000 located between
Tokyo and Osaka, that was
affected by the radiation.
Months before the March
11 earthquake and tsunami
devastated Japan’s northeast
coast and sent the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power
Plant into a meltdown,
Ledbetter had applied for a
teaching position through
the Japan Exchange and
Teaching (JET) Program,
she said in an interview with
the Herald via Skype.

her master’s degree on hold
indefinitely.
She can participate in the
JET Program for a maximum of five years, but Ledbetter said she hasn’t made
any decisions about how
long she’s going to stay.
Shizuoka has been deeply wounded by the nuclear
disaster, which caused higher than normal levels of radiation in its tea — the city’s
main export, Ledbetter said.
“It’s such a low level it
couldn’t really hurt people,
but it caused such a panic
that exports from this area
were banned,” she said.
That has put a lot of strain
on local farmers, whose
incomes were primarily
earned through exporting the
tea, Ledbetter said.
“Basically everybody,
in one fell swoop, who was
farming, lost their livelihoods,” she said.
There was another “food
crisis” after a possibility that
cattle had eaten straw that

may have been contaminated by radiation.
While Shizuoka has its
fair share of problems lingering from the March 11
disaster, Ledbetter still loves
teaching English to her Japanese students, ranging from
seventh to ninth grade.
There is a Japanese
teacher present at all times
because Ledbetter isn’t allowed to be alone in a classroom with the students, as
she isn’t certified as a teacher in Japan, she said.
Ledbetter said that while
she is technically an assistant, she feels she has a
larger role in the classroom.
“They’re my kids,” she
said. “I teach them.”
Since working in the
Japanese education system,
Ledbetter said that she has
noticed a few major differences in students in Japan
and those in the United
States.
“They’re middle schoolaged, but children here are

sheltered a lot more than
American kids,” she said.
“They’re still children.
They’re still innocent, and
I think it’s a good thing.”
Diana Edlin, a WKU
graduate and doctoral student at the University of
Florida, is a close friend of
Ledbetter’s.
She said Ledbetter taught
English to Japanese businessmen before she was
involved with the JET Program, which made the transition to teaching in a foreign
country easier.
Ledbetter had been to Japan before living and working there and wanted to go
back.
Bowling Green senior
Andrew Frechette and Ledbetter have been in a relationship for more than seven
years and have an apartment
together.
Frechette said that Ledbetter takes her work very
seriously.
“She’s extremely dedi-

cated to her students,” he
said. “It’s very impressive
to watch her in a classroom
setting.”
Frechette said that he and
his girlfriend keep in touch
by using Skype every day.
He was not surprised
when Ledbetter decided to
go to Japan even after the
nuclear disaster.
“She’s been interested
in Japan since a very early
age,” he said. “She picked
up the language when she
was younger, before we
ever met. She’s built up an
empathy toward Japanese
people.”
Frechette said that he has
had to take more responsibility of their apartment, such
as paying bills and cleaning,
things that Ledbetter used to
do, but he still believes she
made the right decision.
“I’m very proud of her
decision to go, and I know
she’s doing a good job over
there,” he said.

Washington Center names
Walk to End Alzheimer's state top university system
By KATHERINE WADE
news@wkuherald.com

CHRIS WILSON/HERALD

Miss Kentucky Ann-Blair Thornton, center, of Bowling Green, hugs Chuck Stringer,
a Chandler Park Assisted Living resident, after he completed the Walk to End
Alzheimer’s on Saturday at Preston Miller Park. Thornton’s boyfriend, Jimmy Keith,
stood by her as she talked with participants of the walk. “I’m out her to support
her,” he said. Alzheimer's is Thornton's platform when participating in pageants.

CONCERT

page.
“I believe it’s a great way
to get in contact with the
most students,” Thompson
said. “We want to broaden
our reach by having a broad
range of genres.”
Thompson said there are
local bands and some from
Louisville that participate in
Niteclass. He hopes to eventually bring in out-of-state
talent as well.

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

As the concert chair of the
Campus Activities Board,
Thompson said that he began managing Niteclass at
the start of this semester.
He said Niteclass returned primarily because of
the hundreds of people who
supported the Facebook

Niteclass can reach a
large number of people because the venue plays such
a wide variety of music
genres, Thompson said.
Hoan Werdna, who
graduated from WKU in
2004, remembers Niteclass
as a showcase for traveling
bands coming to WKU and a
place where the talent of the
north could meet that of the
south. He also said the lack
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of security may have been
the cause for Niteclass being
shut down.
“At some points, they
got out of hand when
the crowd exceeded the
capacity of Niteclass,”
Werdna said.
Thompson confirmed
that Niteclass will again
take place in the Subway
at DUC, but that if the
need arises, they would

PROUD

look for a better venue
somewhere else on campus.
Bowling Green junior
Andrew Shaneyfelt said
he has never been to a Niteclass, but that he looks
forward to experiencing
it.
“I’m actually pretty excited for it to come back,”
Shaneyfelt said. “It helps
support local artists.”

WE ACCEPT BIG RED BUCKS!

WKU

other states.
“Kentucky’s
university
system has worked hard to
make The Washington Center
program within reach for students, offering scholarships
and academic credit arrangements,” he said.
Ardrey said the students’
experiences with The Washington Center have been
positive.
“They have such a large
selection of placement,” she
said. “We’ve had students do
internships in government,
non-profit organizations, corporations, and even some internships abroad.”
Ardrey said The Washington Center helps students
make the connections they
need for their careers, and
many have even been offered
jobs after completing their internships. She said she hopes
this award will allow the program to continue to grow.
Thompson said his vision for Niteclass is to
get talent from across the
region to appear at the
shows. He said he is excited for the kickoff show
this Friday.
“We’ve been planning
it for ages,” Thompson
said. “Hopefully people
will keep coming back
because they enjoy the
music.”

WHY PAY MORE MENU
& MEAL DEALS FOR ONLY

6 TO SUPPORT $2

ONLY $
ORDER ONLINE

Along with the other seven
public universities in Kentucky, WKU helped the state
become the 2011 University
System of the Year by The
Washington Center for Internships and Academic Seminars.
Saundra Ardrey, head of
the political science department and WKU liaison to The
Washington Center internship
program, said WKU has the
largest number of students in
the state who get internships
with the Washington Center.
She said she is thankful
for the recognition the award
will bring to WKU.
“It acknowledges our participation in the program and the
hard work that has gone in to
make the program a vibrant
one here,” she said.
The Washington Center,
which was established 1975,

is a nonprofit organization that
helps hundreds of colleges and
universities provide students
with internships and other opportunities for academic credit
in Washington, D.C.
Ardrey said WKU usually
has between seven and 11 students intern with the Washington Center every summer and
two or three each semester. She
said there are three WKU students there now.
According to a press release from the Council on
Postsecondary
Education,
Kentucky’s state universities have partnered with The
Washington Center for seven
years. During that time, they
have collectively sent 130
students to the capital for
work and learning experiences.
Mike Smith, president
of The Washington Center,
said in the press release that
Kentucky is a true model for

2628 Scottsville Rd.
& 1162 W. 31 Bypass
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SOCCER

Lady Toppers drop ﬁrst two Sun Belt matches
By AUSTIN LANTER
sports@wkuherald.com

The Lady Toppers entered
conference play with a 5-3 record, having played what Head
Coach Jason Neidell called
the toughest non-conference
schedule in WKU history.
However, after the first
weekend, WKU finds itself at
0-2 and back at .500 after two
road losses — the first on Friday against North Texas and
the second on Sunday against
Denver.
WKU scored just one goal
in two games. Neidell said the
tone for the weekend was set
on Friday with a game that
wasn't ever close.
“We just played a really
poor game,” he said. “We were
bad all over field. The game

was really, really hyped. I
don’t think the kids were prepared for it. We played really
soft tonight.”
North Texas struck in the
55th minute, but just two minutes later, junior defender Ali
Stalhke scored her first career
goal off a corner taken by senior midfielder Lindsay Williams.
“I don’t know if it (the
goal) made any difference,”
Neidell said. “It was great that
we scored and got goal back,
but it never really looked like
we were going to win.”
North Texas added another
goal in the 69th minute to take
a 2-1 lead that it held on to the
rest of the game.
Just two days later against
Denver, it was a similar story.
It took just 14 minutes for the

Pioneers to find the net before
eventually winning 2-0.
Despite going 0-2 this
weekend, Neidell and the
players feel they improved
from Friday to Sunday.
“We did a lot better with
group defending as the weekend went on,” sophomore defender Stephanie Lindsey said.
“We need to move forward and
take this weekend for what we
can and concentrate on the
next game.”
Neidell agreed and added
that it was good to see the team
come back and play better
Sunday after WKU “tanked”
on Friday.
“We could’ve put heads
down and buried ourselves,”
Neidell said. “We need more
attacking spark. We fought
back a little (Sunday) after a

poor performance (Friday). It
wasn’t an easy road trip.”
After taking seven shots
Friday night — only three of
which were on target — WKU
managed to take only three
against Denver. The Lady
Toppers were outshot 26-10
throughout the entire weekend.
After being outscored and
outshot all weekend, Neidell
said the Lady Toppers would
be working heavily on offense
this week in practice. He said
they’ll be focusing on creating
more chances to score and better attacks in general.
“It begins defensively,”
sophomore midfielder Chrissy Tchoula said. “When we
did get the ball, we were panicked and a lot of times we
gave it away and didn’t have

an opportunity to shoot. We
need to follow the play and
don’t get disconnected. We
need to stay connected and
try harder.”
The 0-2 start isn’t exactly
what Neidell had in mind. He
said it puts the team in a tough
spot.
“We played two pretty good
teams. Every game is a mustwin now,” he said. “We really
put ourselves in a hole in conference standings.”
WKU will be back in action with a chance to get back
above .500 in conference play
this weekend at home.
The Lady Toppers’ first
match is at 6 p.m. Friday
against Arkansas-Little Rock.
They’ll follow that up at 1
p.m. Sunday against Arkansas
State.

BASKETBALL

Morton, NCAA have no timetable for meeting
By COLE CLAYBOURN
sports@wkuherald.com

With a little over a month
until WKU’s basketball season
is set to tip off, the NCAA has
yet to meet with WKU assistant
coach Jake Morton in regards
to his alleged involvement in
helping facilitate improper
benefits to athletes during his
time at Miami (Fla.).
Athletics Director Ross
Bjork said last week that there’s
still no timetable for when that
meeting will take place.
“We haven’t scheduled an
interview. They haven’t called
us on when that might happen,”
Bjork said. “So we don’t know.
We’ve been in contact with the
NCAA, but we haven’t scheduled anything.
“I’ve reached out to the
NCAA two or three times to
just find out what’s happening and request that they move
(the meeting) up. But I haven’t
been told anything else beyond
that.”
Morton, who was an assis-

tant coach at Miami from 20072011 and was hired by WKU in
June, was accused in a Yahoo!
report on August 16 of helping
Miami athletics booster Nevin
Shapiro set up a transaction
for $10,000 to help secure the
commitment of basketball recruit DeQuan Jones.
Shapiro said in the Yahoo!
report that Morton set up the
transaction in 2007 and became
a middle-man for funds.
Photos of Morton with Shapiro and other Miami assistant
coaches in Shapiro’s VIP suite
at a Miami night club, where
Miami football recruits were
present, were featured in the
Yahoo! report.
The NCAA contacted WKU
a day after the report was published and said they wanted to
meet with Morton regarding
the allegations.
Bjork said in a statement
to the Herald last month that
WKU plans to cooperate fully
with the NCAA during the investigation, and will help facilitate interviews as much as

We haven't
scheduled an
interview. They
haven't called
us on when that
might happen. "
—Ross Bjork
Athletics Director

possible.
He said officials from WKU
and the NCAA talked “a couple
times” the week the Yahoo! report came out.
Bjork released an initial
statement immediately after
the report was published that
said he and Head Coach Ken

McDonald did their research
on Morton before and during
the interview process and that
Morton passed all background
checks before he was hired.
"We are aware of the allegation related to Jake Morton, and
he denies any wrong doing,"
Bjork said in the statement.
"Jake came to us highly recommended, Ken McDonald and I
both did our homework during
the interview process, and Jake
passed our background checks
before we hired him."
The period during which the
alleged violations occurred was
from 2002-2010. Bjork was
not implicated in the report,
although he spent time as the
Associate Athletic Director at
Miami from 2003-2005.
The Bowling Green Daily
News reported last month that
the NCAA didn’t ask to speak
with Bjork regarding the violations.
President Gary Randsell
told the Herald last month that
WKU and the basketball program will face no ramifica-

tions, regardless of what the
NCAA decides in regards to
Morton.
“There would be no implications for us,” Ransdell said.
“We’ll let that run its course.
Until we have any reason to
feel differently, we’ll be supportive of our employee. But
we’ll certainly cooperate with
the NCAA and the investigation.”
Earlier this month Jones’
mother, his AAU coach and
high school coach spoke on
behalf of Jones to the Miami
Herald and maintained his innocence.
“It is so, so frustrating because our family has been
smeared and we are innocent,”
Irene Bell said. “There is no
way I would ever exploit my
only child. Never, never, never
was any money offered. If that
had happened, I’d have been
turned off by a coach willing to
bend rules.”
The Herald’s attempts to
reach Jones directly have been
unsuccessful.

Band dedicating performance to ALS victims
By RACHAEL WALTERS
news@wkuherald.com

The Big Red marching band
marches for more than just team
spirit.
The band will dedicate its
performance at the Nov. 5 football game against Florida International to those living with
amyotrophic lateral sclerosis
(ALS) or Lou Gehrig’s disease.
This is the ALS Association’s first year launching the
campaign Marching for ALS
with 13 schools already committed. WKU’s marching band
is the first in Kentucky to accept
the ALS Association’s challenge and begin fundraising.

“We are very excited about
WKU’s involvement in this
campaign and their enthusiastic
effort in helping us raise awareness and reaching our ultimate
goal of finding a cure,” said
Jennifer D. Lepa, Administrative Coordinator at the ALS Association.
The marching band’s goal
is to raise $10,000 before the
game using its webpage to accept donations. This will add to
the ALS Association’s nationwide goal of a million-dollar
campaign.
“With close to 200 members,
we have a chance to make a tremendous impact,” Goshen freshmen Patrick MacDonald said.

The University of Kentucky
and the University of Louisville
have also accepted the challenge, and the marching band
hopes to beat both schools in
their fundraising.
The ALS Association is the
only national nonprofit health
organization dedicated solely
to the fight against ALS. The
Association leads the way in
ALS research, patient and
community services and public
education and advocacy. The
funds raised through Marching
for ALS will go toward all of
these programs.
“The needs of patients and
families can be overwhelming,” Lepa said. “Thanks to

campaigns like this one, we are
able to provide programs and
services that enhance the quality of life for our patients and
families.”
Up to 30,000 Americans
suffer from ALS, a progressive neurodegenerative disease that attacks nerve cells
and pathways in the brain
and spinal cord. Patients lose
voluntary muscle control and
movement.
In the later stages of the
disease patients are paralyzed.
However, usually their minds
remain active, trapped inside
their degenerating bodies.
Life expectancy is only two
to five years after diagnosis, but

with the help of the ALS Association life expectancy and
comfort can be extended.
“Half of their battle right
now is just awareness,” MacDonald said.
ALS can strike anyone and
affect any family. The goal of
the challenge is not only to raise
money for the ALS Association,
but also raise awareness about
the disease and how to get help.
“We want everyone to donate
and come out to support us at
the performance,” MacDonald
said.
The marching band is now
accepting donations on their
website:
web.alsa.org/site/
TR?fr_id=7910&pg=entry.
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Hudson said while the
comeback provided a great win, a
loss wouldn’t have held the Lady
Toppers back in the Sun Belt. He
also said fans shouldn’t expect
them to go undefeated.
“We can’t worry about one
loss,” he said. “I don’t think we’re
going 30-1 in the regular season,
so we just have to worry about
playing well every night and we’ll
get enough wins along the way.”
Saturday’s match was a
different story. After a fairly close
first set, the Lady Toppers won
the next two handily to improve
to 2-0 in Sun Belt play.
Now that the weekend is over,
Skinner said the Lady Toppers
learned a lot about their team from
their comeback win on Friday.
“Winning a five-game match
always feels good, and to come
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back from two down and win
three in a row feels even better,”
she said. “I think overcoming that
challenge is really going to help
us down the road.”

Winning a ﬁvegame match always feels good,
and to come back
from two down
and win three in
a row feels even
better."
—JORDYN SKINNER
Junior outside hitter

LESLYE DAVIS/HERALD

After scoring a point during Friday night’s 3-2 win over UALR, sophomore outside hitter Janee' Diggins and
sophomore setter Melanie Stutsman celebrate with their teammates.

FOOTBALL

Bjork backs Taggart, football program
By BRAD STEPHENS
& COLE CLAYBOURN
sports@wkuherald.com

Much of the optimism for a competitive
WKU football season was
drained after a 44-16 loss
to Indiana State Sept. 17 in
Smith Stadium.
The loss was the Toppers’ 17th straight home
defeat and dropped their
2011 record to 0-3.
Despite the early-season struggles, Athletics
Director Bjork said Head
Coach Willie Taggart and
the rest of the WKU football program has the athletic department’s full support.
“One game, as bad as
it was, doesn’t define this
program, or doesn’t define a head coach,” Bjork
said. “We have to stay the
course.”
Taggart’s record as head
coach has now stands at

2-13, while the program’s
record in its two-plus years
as a full-member of the
Football Bowl Subdivision
has fallen to 2-25.
But Bjork said Taggart,
a former Topper quarterback and assistant coach,
is still the right man for
the job.
He said Taggart stayed
at the stadium all night following the Indiana State
loss, watching the game
film four times.
“No one cares about
this program more than
Willie Taggart,” Bjork
said. “He’s pouring his
heart and soul into this
program. We believe in
what he’s doing.”
As for the long term,
Bjork said the recent conference realignment phenomenon has made him
more thankful WKU is
now an FBS member as
opposed to the Football
Championship Subdivi-

sion.
While some have questioned the move by school
president Gary Ransdell
and Bjork’s predecessor,
Wood Selig, to become the
120th member of the FBS,
Bjork said life is more
stable in college football’s
top flight.
“In this time of uncertainty with conference
realignment, to me it validates the decision to go to
(FBS) football,” he said.
“We’re part of that conversation. If we were (Football Championship Subdivision) we wouldn’t be
part of that conversation.
We’d be at the mercy of
the 119 programs dictating
what’s going to happen.”
In regards to conference realignment, Bjork
said Thursday that WKU
has yet to be contacted
by any other conferences
in the wake of the recent
swift-moving conference

realignment talk.
Bjork said the reason
for that is because of the
constant changing nature
of realignment talks, calling it “dynamic.”
“Obviously we’re in
dialogue with our league
and our commissioner,
and our president is in
dialogue with his colleagues,” he said. “But we
haven’t reached out, and
we haven’t been contacted
by anybody. It’s changing
hour by the hour.”
Most recently, Syracuse
and Pittsburgh formally
applied to be members of
the Atlantic Coast Conference, and East Carolina
submitted an application
to the Big East.
Last Wednesday, the
Pacific-12 announced that
it will not expand, potentially putting the brakes
on the possibility of four
“super conferences” forming. With the Pac-12’s an-

nouncement, the chances
are even higher for the
Big 12 to remain mostly
in tact.
Bjork said the formation of such “super conferences” would not be
healthy for college athletics.
“When people really
analyze the super conferences, there was really no
clear definition of what that
would look like,” he said.
“I don’t think anyone truly
felt that that was the right
thing for college athletics.
Bjork said on top of
that, no one has asked the
question of what’s best for
college athletics — in all
divisions.
“Everyone has to protect themselves because
these are the institutions
we work at,” he said. “But
no one has ever said, ‘Hey,
let’s get out a map or let’s
get out all the issue that are
on the table and say what’s

BASICS
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

Senior running back Bobby Rainey
said the bye week came at the right time
and that the team needs to adjust its
mentality on game day.
“We went back to the basics as far as
hitting and being live,” Rainey said. “It
didn’t matter if we liked it or not — that
was what we needed. Practices were intense. We needed that because we have
not been playing to our potential.”
Rainey nearing record
Rainey is currently tied for the school
record of eight consecutive 100-yard
rushing games. If he gains another 100
yards on the ground this week against
Arkansas State, he’ll become the lone
record-holder.
However, Rainey said he has bigger
things on his mind than setting the record.
“I’m not interested in that record,”
Rainey said. “Without a win, that record
doesn’t mean anything.”
Taggart said he believes in Rainey’s
sincerity when he says winning comes
before personal accolades.
“Bobby’s like the rest of us,” Taggart

WHO:

best for college athletics.
“That’s probably the
most disappointing thing.”
Bjork said the Sun Belt
Conference held a conference call Sep. 20 for athletic directors to discuss
the recent movements and
discussions in regards to
conference realignment.
But on Thursday Bjork
reiterated what he’s said
for some time — that
WKU is content in the
Sun Belt.
Likewise, he said WKU
isn’t thinking about a possible move to Conference
USA or the Mid American
Conference.
“We’re
attractive.
We have a great resume.
We’ve got the resources,
the
ingredients...We’re
comparable in many ways
to those schools in many
ways,” he said. “But to
say what might happen or
speculate, that doesn’t do
you any good.”

said. “We all want to win. He’s been
getting all the accolades and people patting him on the back, but he still feels
the same way as me at the end of the
game.”
Goals still in tact
Despite WKU's 0-3 record, Taggart
said the Toppers need to move on because they’re only three games into the
season.
“We can’t do anything about what
happened so we can’t keep dreading on
that,” Taggart said. “We’ve got to get
ready for Arkansas State.”
Rainey said the goals the team set
in preseason are still attainable since
they’re just now beginning conference
play.
“It’s time to get it,” Rainey said.
“Everybody knows what is on the line.
There are no more excuses. Everybody
has to be accountable of their actions.”
After a week in which conference
favorite FIU was upset by LouisianaLafayette and North Texas upset Indiana, Clendenin described the Sun Belt
as “looking crazy.”
“It’s wide open for us,” Clendenin
said. “I feel like we can accomplish
what we want to accomplish — win the
Sun Belt and get to that bowl game.”
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During Friday night’s 3-2 win over Arkansas-Little Rock, senior middle hitter Lindsay Williams attacks as UALR junior Paige Gantar attempts to block. The Lady Toppers came from two sets
down to extend their winning streak.

The streak continues
WKU escapes close call over weekend to make it 12 straight wins
By LUCAS AULBACH
sports@wkuherald.com

After dropping the first two sets
to Arkansas-Little Rock on Friday
night, it would have been easy for the
Lady Toppers to come into the third
set down emotionally.
But a vote of confidence in the
locker room from Head Coach Travis Hudson erased any of that and the
Lady Toppers (15-1, 2-0) came from
behind to defeat UALR in five sets.
“The thing that you’ll hear from
talking to any of my players is [that]
I believed that we would come back
and win that match,” Hudson said.

“Every break was going against us,
and sometimes you have to overcome
that and not let it frustrate you.”
WKU followed that up on Saturday with a sweep of Arkansas State
to extend its winning streak to 12
matches.
Like Hudson, junior defensive
specialist Sarah Rogers said it was a
matter of believing.
“Travis came in to the locker room
and said, ‘You know I believe, and I
want all of you all to believe,’” Rogers said. “We all just said, ‘We got
this. We need three wins in three
more games,’ and sure enough, we
got them.”

WKU had momentum coming into
Friday’s match. A loss would have
given the Lady Toppers an 0-1 start
in the conference and snapped their
10-match winning streak.
Losing to 5-9 UALR would have
been a major bump in the road for a
team that climbed all the way up to
No. 29 in the country this past week —
the highest ranking in school history.
Hudson warned that conference
play presents a different set of challenges that non-conference matches
don’t. He said WKU fell behind because of UALR’s high level of play
early, with the Trojans recording a
.615 hitting percentage and no errors

in the first set.
“This was not a case of us playing that poorly. It was a case of Little
Rock playing extremely well,” he
said. “I wanted our kids to embrace
that challenge and overcome that.”
Junior outside hitter Jordyn Skinner said WKU responded well to falling behind early.
“They were swinging at everything. They came out ready to play,”
she said. “I don’t think we didn’t
come out ready, we just had to come
back and play our hardest to win.”
SEE ESCAPES, PAGE 9

FOOTBALL NOTES

Toppers get back to
basics during week off
By KURT CARSON
sports@wkuherald.com

The rough start to WKU’s season means it’s back to the basics
for the Toppers.
After starting the season 0-3,
WKU has been using its extra time
off to become reacquainted with the
fundamentals of the game. Head
Coach Willie Taggart said those fundamentals included tackling, limiting turnovers and taking advantage
of opportunities when they arise.
“We didn’t tackle well on defense, especially in those last two
ballgames,” Taggart said on Monday. “Offensively we turned the ball

over, putting the ball on the ground.”
WKU is averaging 4.3 turnovers per game.
Taggart said turnovers and lack
of fundamentals have been “killing” the team during the first three
games of the season.
During the past week, WKU
has been spending about 20 minutes in each practice working
solely on tackling drills in advance of Saturday's game against
Arkansas State,
Senior defensive lineman Jared
Clendenin described it as “resetting”
to the camp mentality by working
and getting back to the basics.
“We really got to focus this

week on tackling because they
break a lot of tackles that I’ve
been watching on film,” Clendenin said.
Taggart said during the bye
week the Toppers worked on
concepts they wouldn’t normally
work on during the season, but he
said he’s seeing improvement.
He added that the Toppers simply need to “continue to work.”
“We just have to do things better than what we’ve been doing,”
he said. “There’s no need to panic
or anything only three games in.”
CHRISTIAN RANDOLPH/HERALD

SEE BASICS, PAGE 9

WKU is averaging more than four turnovers per game through
three games this season, a statistic Head Coach Willie Taggart
said he hoped to improve on by getting back to basics during the
team's off-week practices.
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